Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.153; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.5.
The title Schiff base compound, C 18 H 14 N 2 O 3 , has an intermediate state between NH and OH tautomers. The molecular structure is stabilized by an O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bond. The dihedral angle between the naphthalene ring system and the benzene ring is 37.44 (5) . Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.051 wR(F 2 ) = 0.153 S = 0.94 3088 reflections 213 parameters H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.24 e Å À3 Á min = À0.19 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Related literature
Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2002); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-RED32 (Stoe & Cie, 2002); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999).
anti-inflammatory and antitoxic properties (Lozier et al., 1975) . Schiff bases have also been used as versatile ligands in coordination chemistry (Kargar et al., 2009; Yeap et al., 2009) . There are two types of intramolecular hydrogen bonds in Schiff bases, namely N-H···O in keto (NH) (Hökelek et al., 2000) and N···H-O in enol (OH) (Odabaşoǧlu et al., 2005) tautomeric forms. Our investigations shows that in the title compound is described as an intermediate state between NH and OH tautomers. An ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) plot of the molecule of (I) is shown in Fig.1 et al., 2007) . Similar results were observed for 2-[(4-Methoxyphenyl)iminomethyl]-4-nitrophenol (Kılıç et al., 2009) . The molecule of the title compound is not planar, with a dihedral angle of 37.44 (5)° between naphthalene and benzene rings.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by refluxing a mixture of a solution containing 2-hydroxy-1-naphthaldehyde (172 mg, 0,0986 mmol) in ethanol (30 ml) and a solution containing 2-methyl-3-nitroaniline (15 mg, 0,0986 mmol) in ethanol (30 ml.
The reaction mixture was stirred for 1 h under reflux. Single crystals of the title compound for x-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution (Yield 68%; m.p. 428-432 K).
Refinement
H atoms bonded to C were placed in calculated positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C methyl ). The H atom bonded to O was freely refined. supplementary materials 
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